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Of The Assurance Of 


Grace and Salvation 


Although hypocrites, and other unregenerate men, 
may vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and 
carnal presumption of being in the favor of God and 
estate of salvation; which hope of theirs shall perish: 
yet such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love Him 
in sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all good conscience 
before Him, may in this life be certainly assured that 
they are in a state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God: which hope shall never make them 


ashamed. 
—THE CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Chapter XX,1. 
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EDITORIAL 


there are others whose convictions are equally strong 
—that the future of Christianity rests, not on the 


‘basis of organization but rather on the content of 


Convictions Cost 


One of the characteristics of so much in mod- 
ern Christian life is vagueness. Contrasted to this is 
the faith of a past generation, in which Christian 
faith was based in firm convictions about matters 
of great moment. From that background there 
emerged a great Christian program around the 
world. True; denominations also emerged and to 
some of us some of the denominational differences 
seem very nebulous and very unimportant. 


But, on the great essential doctrines of Christian- 
ity most of these denominations agreed and on these 
convictions they based their programs and laid their 
nation-wide and world-wide strategy. The reason 
that the program of the Church went forward so 
marvelously during the past hundred years is be- 
cause the leaders in the Church had firm convictions 
about the content of Christianity and the Chris- 
tian message. 


With the increased emphasis on the ecumenical 
movement a clear afirmation of such convictions is 
no longer tolerated, the reason being that in the 
vanguard of this leadership there are those who feel 
that cooperation, outward unity, and ecclesiastical 
organizations are more important than what we 
believe about Christianity itself. 


From all over America there are evidences of the 
cost involved in having strong convictions about the 
content of Christian truth. We know full well that 
other things are also involved,—personalities, edu- 
cational backgrounds, social differences, etc.—but, 
it is also increasingly evident that it may be costly 
to an individual to hold strong convictions on mat- 
ters which in a past generation were taken for 
granted. 


To those who hold strong convictions on and for 
the ecumenical movement we would suggest that 


Christian truth itself. 


Within our own church many who hold in high 
regard the great Christian truths find themselves 
penalized by the Commission on the Minister and 
his work, In fact, the accumulating evidence is that 
in many Presbyteries the Commission acts in ways 
both high-handed and unauthorized by our Book of 
Church Order. There is no place in the Church for 
an ecclesiastical Gestapo and we should all agree on 
this fact and act accordingly. 


Never has the Church, and the world as well, 
needed as it needs today men and movements based 
on convictions based in the eternal verities of Chris- 
tian truth. 


Convictions may be costly but, if held in Chris- 
tian love, they are priceless and they bring rich re- 
wards in the advancement of God’s Kingdom. 


—L.N.B. 


What Makes Strong 
Christians? 


The answer to this question is a simple one but 
it is neglected more than it is met. 


The demands of our multiplied Church activities, 
the many programs in which we are expected to 
participate, the large amount of reading and study- 
ing necessary to keep abreast of the work of the 
Church: these all are important, but they are sec- 
ondary. 


Strong Christians are those who know the?r 
Bibles and who day by day study the Bible and 
spend time alone in prayer to God. Such study and 
such personal communion with God is ab-olutely 
essential if one is to be a strong Christian. One may 
be a very active Christian but so spiritually igno- 
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rant and weak that one’s activities but add to the 
confusion in which we live. 


Books on Bible study and devotional helps, if 
they explain rather than deny, can be of real assist- 
ance, but there is nothing which can take the place 
of regular, consistent, consecutive reading and re- 
reading of the Bible itself. There is mo short cut 
and there is no substitute. 


What the Church needs more than anything else 
are members who realize and put into practice the 
vital importance of studying the Seriptures and 
daily communion with God. Difficulties will clear 
away, problems will be solved, and, most wonderful 
of all, God’s peace and His power will be mani- 
fested in our lives, 


Many of us have tried just about everything else. 


Let us try the one thing which really counts. 
—L.N.B. 


Our Church Vote 
Does Not Count 


In opposing our Southern Presbyterian church 
entering the Federal council some years ago I raised 
the objection that no matter how radical in policy 
or heretical in doctrine the leadership of the Federal 
Council might be or become, our church could have 
no control over it. 


They could pass any resolution they pleased, and 
our strongest protest would be regarded as a feeble 
complaint of a hopeless and helpless minority. 


The same is true of the National Council and 
the World Council. Just recently the National 
Council passed a resolution condemning all segre- 
gation as “unnecessary and undesirable’ stating 
that it is a “direct violation of the Gospel of love 
and human brotherhood.” These quoted phrases 
are from a report submitted by Henry Sloane Cof- 
fin, to the Federal Council some years ago and also 
to the U. S. A. Assembly and adopted by both 
bodies, 


Dr. John Land and Dr. Ben R. Lacy, two of 
our strongest men, two of our Southern representa- 
tives, tried to convince them that any change for 
the better should come about gradually. But their 
strongest protest “was regarded as a feeble com- 
plaint of a helpless and hopeless minority.” 


No matter how strongly we protest any action 
that is contrary to our doctrine or policy, they as- 
sure us that they represent us, and thus we lose 
our witnessing power. I was taught that the South- 


ern Presbyterian church stands for something that 
is distinctive and worthwhile. To some thinking 
people in the South some form of segregation 1s 
the only alternative to race amalgamation in the 
long run. 


If race amalgamation is preferable to segregation 
in any form I am wondering why some of our ar- 
dent “anti-segregationists” do not go to the Rio 
Grande river and buy a one way ticket as far as 
they want to go. Is amalgamation desirable? 


Walter White, president of the Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, thinks so. Ac- 
cording to his own statement, quoted in the papers, 
he could pass for a white man almost anywhere. 
We do not know why, but we do know God made 
one man’s face yellow, one black, and another white. 
God has not revealed to us in any way that he made 
a mistake, and certainly has not asked us to correct 
any mistake he might have made. —J.E.F. 


This Is Serious 


This week I was talking with one of the women 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church and she was 
giving me her reactions to the General Assembly, 
which she had visited. Her reaction put the finger 
squarely on something that is very serious in our 
denomination. 


In mentioning the outstanding impression that 
she carried away from the Assembly she referred 
to something that may seem to be of minor im- 
portance to us. She told of how a young man was 
sincerely and earnestly opposing one of the issues 
under debate by endeavoring to show that the pro- 
posed action was contrary to the Bible and the 
Westminister Standards of the church. When he 
referred to the Standards of the church there was 
laughter from several parts of the Assembly. 


Differences of opinion on the part of men who 
earnestly seek to support the Standards of the church 
vet who mutually respect each other, are signs of a 
healthy church and will not bring about serious 
trouble. But when a person’s conscientious effort 
to support the Standards of the church is a laughing 
matter to those who vowed before God to support 
the same Standards, then we have a serious problem 
in the courts of our church. 


Increasingly do we hear sentiments expressed 
that will cause further trouble in our church. Re- 
cently a Presbytery was trying to decide what it 
should do about a controversial situation in a par- 
ticular church. One of the brethren stood up and 
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said, “‘Let’s tell them what to do and if they don’t 
do it, we will go in there and take our property.” 

Regardless of the rightness or wrongness of the 
matter under consideration, this is the kind of at- 
titude that will further divide us, rather than guide 
us to decisions in the unity of the spirit and the 
bond of peace. 

Our attitudes toward Christ, the Bible, and one 
another are far more important than what position 
we may happen to take in a controversy. If Christ 
is Lord of the conscience, then positions conscien- 
tiously held are not a laughing matter, nor can they 
be corrected by an assertion of ecclesiastical author- 
ity exercised merely by counting noses. 


—W.G.F. 


The Friendly 
Bible Church 


This is the title that the Shenandoah Presbyterian 
Church* carries on its bulletin, and the pastor under 
whom this church was organized and led from 
strength to strength in the Lord sought to realize 
the truth of the title. The reading of the Bible in 
the sanctuary is always introduced by this sentence: 
“In this Church we believe the Bible to be the 
Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice. It is recommended that this Book be 
used in vour homes daily.” 

Instead of tying the people up to himself—a dan- 
ger which every strong personality faces—Daniel 
Iverson tied them to Christ, the living Word, by 
means of loyalty to the Bible, the written Word. 
Like John Calvin before him—he found the sheep 
of the Lord scattered on a thousand hills and lifted 
a banner to gather them, not a new banner but the 
old banner of God’s Word. The members of this 
congregation bring their Bibles and use their Bibles 
in each service of the church. 


The Word is always used in the dependence upon 
and with appeal to the Holy Spirit who inspired it. 
Each morning service is closed with his couplet— 
written by “The Preacher”: 


“Spirit of the Living God! Fall fresh on me! 
Spirit of the Living God! Fall fresh on me! 
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 

Spirit of the Living God! Fall fresh on me.” 
Thus God’s program for keeping His people in 
covenant union with Himself, by His Spirit and 
His Word (Isaiah 59:21) is carried out. God’s 
gracious love dwelling in the hearts of His people, 
by His Word and Spirit, make a Friendly Church. 
Each member seeks to be a joint of supply, receiv- 
ing grace from the head of the Church and using it 
for the good of His body—and so instead of fault- 
finding criticism a fellowship of helpfulness and 
friendliness develops. After service in the narthex 
filled with happy voices, form knots of interested 
people buzzing one about another. 
The test of a Church comes when a dynamic, 
beloved pastor resigns after many years of sacri- 


*Miami, Fla. 


ficial service. Then if the people are merely tied to 
him, they scatter. That is exactly what has not 
happened at the Shenandoah Presbyterian Church. 
During the month of June 1952, when businesses 


were closing all over the nation on account of the 


heat, 750 or more people gathered to hear a pros- 
pective pastor and half that many returned to hear 
him again that evening. In fact for this hot month 
—after a year’s vacation in the pastorate, the at- 
tendance has averaged 600 for the morning service, 
300 for the evening and 125 for the Wednesday 
evening service of Bible study and prayer. In the 
Daily Vacation Bible School held this month, 340 
workers and children enrolled with an average at- 
tendance of 270. Young people and old are unitedly 
supporting the Church and the Church as a whole 
is calling a Bible believing, evangelistic, Presbyter- 
ian minister to be its pastor. 


This editorial is not written primarily to throw 
a bouquet to a fine body of loyal Christian people. 
It is written in the hope that more of our congrega- 
tions may become Friendly Bible Churches, exalting 
God’s Word, obeying His Spirit, and finding op- 
portunities for friendship and helpfulness in the 
Christian Communion. We look to the almost ap- 
proximately one hundred young people who have 
dedicated their lives to full-time service, to the 
former pastor who is now holding biblical, evan- 
gelistic services in sundry congregations of our As- 
sembly, as well as the example of the congregation 
to carry the impress that has made Shenandoah 
great to other churches of the Assembly. We in- 
vite all our readers to see if these signs are not the 
marks that God has set up to characterize His peo- 
ple, and each—in his own way—to strengthen these 
characteristics in his home congregation. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


Victory Over 
Circumstances 


Many Christians have victory over the more 
easily recognized personal sins and fail miserably 
when faced with the problems over which they have 
no control. These circumstances are often trying 
in the extreme, and, because we feel that we have 
no responsibility for their occurance we react in 
ways which fail to honor the One Whose name we 
bear, 


One of the most common of these sins is that of 
complaining. We become disgusted with untoward 
happenings, or, we become apprehensive because 
life is not going as smoothly as we would wish, and 
we begin to complain. These complaints are often 
about people and their way of doing things, or they 
may be about circumstances which are trying. 


The God who has promised that all things work 
together for the good of His own, has permitted 
these circumstances to come into our lives, and 
when we complain about them we are actually com- 
plaining about God’s providence. 
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A lesson we all need to learn and relearn is that 
God sees all of the past, the present, and the future 
at the same time. In His infinite wisdom and love 
He sends circumstances and combinations of cir- 
cumstances into our lives, all of them designed for 
our ultimate good. How foolish then it is for us to 
complain because the immediate circumstance is un- 
pleasant or contrary to what we think is best. 

A real test for a Christian is the ability to have 
peace and quiet regardless of the immediate circum- 
stances of life. It takes faith and it takes an under- 
standing of God’s love for us, His children. 


If things go wrong because of our own sins then 
confession and restitution are necessary. If thev go 
wrong because of circumstances over which we have 
no control, real victory comes when we leave them 
in the hands of the One Who is the Master-designer 
of every detail of our lives. —L.N.B. 


Portrait Of A 
Columbia Man 


The following is the text of remarks made by 
Dr. William C. Robinson, professor of historical 
theology at Columbia Theological Seminary, May 
15, 1952, in presenting a portrait of Dr. Melton 
Clark. 


In behalf of his family and particularly of his 
widow, Mrs. Sarah Broome Clark of Jacksonville, 
Florida, I take pleasure in presenting to Columbia 
Theological Seminary this portrait of Dr. Melton 
Clark. The painting is done by Mrs. Hunter Blake- 
ly, the wife of Dr. Hunter Blakely, a former asso- 
ciate of Dr. Clark on the Columbia faculty. 


Dr. Clark stood in almost every possible rela- 
tionship to Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
was reared in the home of a memb-r of our Board 
of Directors, General W. A. Clark of Columbia. 
General Clark showed the same self-eftacing love 
for the Seminary that later distinguished his son. 
In the difficulties occasioned by the Girardeau- 
Woodrow issue, the former group obtained the con- 
trol of the institution so that General Clark, a 
Woodrow man, was no longer on the Board. But 
when a depression made the need for sound business 
guidance acute, those in control asked Mir. W. A. 
Clark to undertake again the investment work for 
the Seminary. Without allowing former things to 
interfere, General Clark put his shoulder to the 
wheel and took a valuable part in keeping Columbia 
active, 


Melton Clark was a student and teaching-fellow 
in Hebrew for the years 1895-98 at the old Semin- 
ary in Columbia. After serving strong pastorates in 
Florence, Greensboro, and Charleston he was called 
to the professorship of English Bible and Pastoral 
Theology in 1920 and served until 1932. During 
the last two years of his life on our Atlanta cam- 
pus he was also acting President. Thereafter he 
served on our Board of Directors from the Synod of 


Alabama, 1939 to 1944. 
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There is only time to mention a few of the fine 
things which distinguished this Christian gentle- 
man in his relation to Columbia Theological Semin- 
ary. In the chair of English Bible he taught the 
Reformed faith from the Bible. When I first came 
to the faculty | was under the impression that one 
could perhaps teach this Faith better by logical rea- 
soning. But ere long | found myself asking admis- 
sion to the position taken by my friend and elder 
brother in the faith, Dr. Melton Clark, that is, 
seeking to present the truth as it is in Christ Jesus 


from God's Holy Word. 


In the chair of Bible and Pastoral Theology, Dr. 
Clark was called to teach a variety of subjects, so 
wide that it entails the full time service of several 
members of our present faculty. He did not have 
as much time as he would have liked to give to each 
of these fields. But no one who studied under Dr. 
Clark failed to get worthwhile lessons on courtesy 
and tact, together with the valuable content derived 
from his courses. He was a man who had the cour- 
age of his convictions, and who stood for them in a 
yracious and a tactful manner. 


When the time came for him to take up a pastor- 
ate again, so judicious a colleague as Dr. Wm. M. 
\MI[cPheeters remarked that no man showed more 
of the Spirit of Christ than did Dr. Melton Clark. 
When we needed a strong pastor to serve on the 
Board in the Synod of Alabama, Dr. Clark gladly 
responded and made a most useful spokesman for 
Columbia in the councils of that Synod. 


As Mrs. Clark recently said, “Melton loved 
Columbia Seminary. He was always interested, not 
in what he could get from the institution, but in 
what he could give to it.”’ It is with distinct pleas- 
ure that I present this chaste likeness of Dr. Melton 
Clark to the institution he loved and served. 


—Wm.C.R. 
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Behind China’s Iron Curtain 
In 1952 


By Martin A. Hopkins 


A letter from Hongkong dated March 26 says: 
“Shanghai is a madhouse now, with the two anti- 
and three anti-campaigns against businessmen going 
on. Anti-bribery, -evasion, -corruption, -waste, -bu- 
reaucracy. Good things to be anti-, of course. But 
how thev go about it! 


A Chinese . . . of Shanghai recently arrived to 
tell about it: “Loud speakers are installed all along 
Nanking Road, Avenue Foch, Rue du Consulat, 
etc., and blare out by the hour the names of busi- 
nessmen within sound, telling them they are known 
sinners and had better confess, and inciting their 
apprentices to inform on them. Another method ts 
to get a man’s assistant and trade union rascals to 
write in informing on him and accusing him of 
misdoing, and then call him to the bureau and, 
pointing to the pile of letters, tell him he had better 
confess or the letters would be read. It is estimated 
that every day 25 to +0 commit suicide in Shanghai 
chiefly by jumping off high buildings. Many are 
men inveigled back from Hongkong with fair prom- 
ises a vear ago.” 


Another report says that one of China’s leading 
bankers, a fine Christian man, well known to mis- 
sionaries, under such pressure has committed suicide. 


This is all the result of the vicious far-eastern 
policy adopted by our government in Washington 
in 1945 under the influence of pro-Communist ad- 
visers, This policy caused the downfall of Chiang 
Kai-Shek’s government and turned a half billion 
friendly Chinese into potential enemies of America. 
It also caused the dismissal of Gen. McArthur and 
precipitated the present debacle in Korea. If pur- 
sued much further, this same policy will wreck our 
own country and the freedom-loving countries of 
the world. Yet this same government has the amaz- 
ing effrontery to call Chiang Kai-Shek’s govern- 
ment corrupt! 


But there are some bright spots that shine in the 
darkness. A friend in Shanghai under date of Feb- 
ruary 27, 1952 writes: 


‘Though there are not so many students in the 
Bible schools, vet (the students) are more keen than 
ever. The spring evangelistic campaign in Peking 
has been the best for vears. I go along to the En- 
deavourers Church that old Dr. Hallock founded. 
‘They are very keen and true. I met Mr. and Mrs. 
(jould there, formerly of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, Whe are doing good work. 
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“With the tremendous changes in the country, 
changes are also coming in the language. The gov- 
ernment is pouring out books by the millions and 
holding literary campaigns everywhere. All manner 
of new ideas are being presented to the people and 
new expressions are embodying their ideas. | am 
told that many of these expressions may be used 
for spiritual ideas, e. g., there are new terms for 
‘repent’ and ‘understand’ (which express them more 
intelligibly ). 


‘“T am thankful to say that our business (Chris- 
tian books and tracts) still continues uninterrupted, 
on the whole. ‘There is not very much business, but 
enough to make one glad still to be here. 


“T was glad of our opportunity this month to 
‘end a good shipment of your books (Chinese com- 
mentary on Revelation) to Hongkonk. And there 
is a slow but steady sale for it there. We have just 
had interesting letters from Tsinghai (Northwest 
China). We had sent out tracts for Mohammedans 
in Arabic and Chinese. ‘They now write that there 
is such an interest they are asking for a Bible read- 
ing every evening. They also ask for Russian tracts, 
and two Christian Russian women come.” 


The North China Theological Seminary has 
never closed, and according to a recent mimeo- 
graphed bulletin, opened the spring term Feb. 9, 
1952, with 13 students and at least four teachers. 
All teachers and students put in some time in gar- 
dening and manual labor in order to make a living. 
Running expenses come from renting part of the 
building and contributions from friends and alumni. 
“But there are difficulties both within and without. 
The present anxious times are apt to breed sus- 
picion,”’ so another source reports. 

A Christian publisher still continues to print 
Christian literature without hindrance. And some 
are working on revisions of Christian books and 
commentaries on the Bible. Dr. Alex MacLeod 
has just published in Hongkong a Chinese com- 
mentary on I| Peter, and has been able to send copies 
by mail into China, one here and one there, when 
he has names and addresses of individual pastors 
and Christian workers. 


It is a splendid book for those undergoing trial 
and persecution, but has to be sent in free of charge. 
Dr. MacLeod will welcome contributions for this 
purpose. Do not forget that there is a force more 
potent than the A-bomb that can penetrate the 
Iron Curtain——believing, importunate prayer! 


Pray without ceasing! 
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Random Shots 


By The Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


Little things are naturally little things. For that 
reason they may be ignored or considered lightly as 
being of little importance. Yet we must remember 
that “great oaks from little acorns grow,’ and a 
few little matches may destroy thousands of acres 
of fine forest timber. 


Little by little the constitution of our Southern 
Presbyterian Church is being whittled away or 
nullified. The attitude shown in the politicians con- 
tempt for the U. S. Constitution seems to be trans- 
ferring itself into the Presbyter’s contempt for the 
Southern Presbyterian Church Constitution in many 
quarters. Many times it is just a little thing, but 
little things are not always ignoble. 


Here is an instance of a little thing we are talk- 
ing about. In the Christian Observer, May 28, 
1952, in the Church News section, there is a report 
of the meeting of the Presbytery of Red River. I 
quote from that report: ‘““The moderator was per- 
mitted (names omitted) to appoint a vice-moder- 
ator, to preside over the adjourned meeting sched- 
uled in June and other called meetings that might 
arise in his absence.” 


1 cannot find anywhere in our censtitution that 
the moderator has power to appoint a moderator for 
a meeting of the presbytery. Nor does the constitu- 
tion give the presbytery the authority to grant such 
power to the moderator. The constitution specific- 
ally and clearly makes provision for those times 
when the moderator is forced by circumstances to 
be absent. That action of the presbytery is just a 
little thing, but a grave little thing. Stick to the 
constituion. 


On the front page of Presbyterian Women, issued 
by our Board of Women’s Work, for July, 1952, 
there is printed a message from the president, gen- 
eral department, United Church Women, in which 
we find these words: ‘We believe that every person 


is a child of God...” 


We do not believe any such thing. The Southern 
Presbyterian Church does not believe that. Read the 
Confession of Faith, Chapters 12 and 14, and other 
sections. There may be a few Southern Presbyter- 
ian members who believe “that every person is a 
child of God,” but no officer in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church can believe that, if he is honest, 
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because he swore in the presence of God and a court 
of Christ’s Church, that he accepted and believed 
the Confession of Faith. 


Presbyterian Women is a splendid publication 
and doing a wonderful work for the Church, and 
[ read it regularly with much interest. But they 
just made a mistake, as all us humans will do some- 
times, when they sent out to the Church the state- 
ment quoted above. 


In The Presbyterian Outlook, June 30, 1952, on 
the front cover, I read these words: ““Above all, the 
principle of segregation is a denial of the Christian 
faith and ethics which stems from the basic premise 
taught by our Lord that all men are created the 
children of God.” This is a quotation from a state- 
ment and resolutions adopted by the General Board 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A. 


‘The principle of segregation is not necessarily a 
denial of The Christian Faith. But for the mem- 
bers of the General Board of the National Council 
it is a denial of the Christian faith which stems 
from the basic premise taught by our (their) Lord 
that all man are created the children of God. They 
believe that Jesus taught that, and therefore they 
have that kind of faith. But we do not. We believe 
that Jesus taught that wot all men are the children 
of God. Jesus said: John 8:44, “Ye are of your 
father the devil.”’ Jesus was talking to real persons, 
and he says they are the children of the devil. Yet 
the general board says these persons were the chil- 
dren of God, for they say: “all men are created the 


children of God.” 


How can a man be the child of two fathers? It 
just can’t be done. Even Jesus had only one Father. 
Those to whom Jesus was talking were children of 
their “father the devil,” and so thev could not 
possibly be the children of God. In John 17:12, 
Jesus said: “the son of perdition is lost,” and he was 
speaking of a real man. Can a man be a “son of 
perdition” and a “son of God” at the same time? 
No person, who is a child of God, can be lost. But 
Jesus says that here is a man who was lost, there- 


fore he could not be a child of God. 


And so I would sav of the ahove quotation from 
the statement from the general board of the Na- 


tional Council of Churches, Isaiah 8:20, ““To the 
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law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord- 


ing to this word,” they are not speaking for me, and 
I am sure for thousands of other Southern Presby- 
terians, 

The reason they are not speaking for me is be- 
cause of the fact that when you lay their statement, 
quoted above, along side the specific words of the 
Lord, which are clear and easily understood, then 


thir statment does not stand up. It just does not 
»rove out. Therefore, do what we are told to do in 
| Thessalonians 5:21, “Prove all things; (throw 
away that which is bad), hold fast that which is 
good.’ Where does the statement of the general 
board of the Nationa! Council of Churches go? 
Naturally into the waste basket. ‘““Go thou and do 
likewise,” reader. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God Prepares 4 Leader 


Scripture: I Samuel 1:1 - 4:la. Devo- 
tional Reading: I Samel 2:1-10. 


There is a striking similarity between the Song of Hannah and the Song of Mary. (Compare I Sam. 
2:1-10 with Luke 1:46-55). There are three mothers in the Bible who have a seat of honor in heaven: 
the mother of Moses, the mother of Samuel, and the mother of Jesus. Jochabed, Hannah, and Mary are 
all “highly honored among women.” Hannah’s song has a background of bitterness. Her adversary, Peninah, 
the other wife, had made life miserable for her, making her fret, but now, at last her sorrow is turned to 


joy. Her victory over her adversary was to her a 
svmbol of God being victorious over all His ene- 
mies: the adversaries of the Lord shall be broken 
in pieces, 


Suppose I divide the lesson into three sections 
for convenience: (1) The Birth of Samuel (2) 


The Need for Samuel, and (3) The Call of 


Samuel. 


1. The Birth of Samuel: 
‘I Samuel 1:1-28 


Hannah took her troubles to the Lord. As always, 
when there is more than one wife in the home, fric- 
tion and bitterness arose. One wife is bound to be 
the tavorite. Even in the case of Jacob, where the 
wives were sisters, this was true. Peninah ‘“‘provoked 
her sore, for to make her fret.’’ Her husband’s love 
was a help and comfort to Hannah, but there was in 
her heart, as in the heart of all Jewish women, the 
desire for a son. She was in bitterness of soul and 
prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. She vowed 
a vow that if God would grant her a man child 
she would give him unto the Lord all the days of 
his life. 


Eli was the priest and watched Hannah as she 
prayed. Her lips moved, but no voice was heard, 
and he took her to be drunk. When she told him 
her pathetic story, however, he said, Go in peace: 
and the God of Israel grant thy petition. God did 
answer her prayer and she named the child Samuel, 


Because I asked him of the Lord. When the time 
came she took him up to Shiloh with her offering 
and left him in the care of Eli. 


In chapter 2:1-10 we have her song and prayer. 
It was a song of praise, one of the great songs of 
the Bible. It is our Devotional Reading, as we 
have seen in the Introduction to the lesson. 


Il. The Need for Samuel: 
Chapter 2:11-36 


The religious life of Israel was at a low ebb. Eli, 
the priest, although seemingly a good man in some 
respects, was weak. His sons, Hophni and Phine- 
has were “sons of Belial and knew not the Lord.” 
When this can be said of those who lead in worship, 
we can easily imagine the condition of the general 
mass of the people. These two men were guilty of 
the most heinous sins. One of their blasphemous 
practices was to steal the best part of the offerings, 
thus desecrating the holy service of the tabernacle. 
They were also immoral in their lives. 


Eli heard of all this wickedness that his sons 
were practicing but instead of restraining them, or 
depriving them of their office, he contented him- 
self with rebuking them mildly: “And he said unto 
them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of all 
vour evil doings by this people. Nay, my sons; for 
it is no good report that | hear: ye make the Lord’s 
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people to trangress.”” God says later; “his sons made 
themselves vile and he restrained them not.” 


This was anything but a wholesome atmosphere 
for the child Samuel, but God was shielding him, 
and Eli seems to have been kind and helptul. He 
did better by Samuel than his own sons, “And the 
child Samuel grew on, and was in favor both with 
the Lord, and with men.”’ (These words remind 
us of similar expressions used about the child 
Jesus, and John the Baptist). 

A man of God came to Eli with a very plain 
and terrible message. He reminds him of God’s 
yoodnéss to his father and to him in choosing them 
to be priests. He remonstrates with him and re- 
bukes him, charging him with honoring his sons 
more than God, “to make yourselves fat with the 
chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people.”’ 
This is a sin of which church leaders have been 
guilty at times. Eli is held responsible for the sins 
of his sons. God’s promises are often conditional, 
and since Eli had allowed his sons to make them- 
selves vile, and honored them above God, dire pun- 
ishment is coming upon him and his house, for “them 
that honor me I will honor, and they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed.” It is a fact, and a 
most solemn and instructive fact, that three good 
men who follow each other in Bible history all 
failed in their home life and the training of their 
children: Eli, Samuel, and David made shipwreck 
of their homes. Parents have a most imperative 
duty to train their children for the Lord. 


The “sign” that God will give Eli is that his 
two sons shall both die in one day. God will raise 
him up a faithful priest while the house of Eli will 
‘crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel 
of bread.’”’ Judgment must begin at the house of 


God. 


Ill. The Call of Samuel: 
Chapters 3:1 - 4:1 


In these dark days when “‘the word of the Lord 
was precious,” and there was no open vision; this 
“dark age” of Israel’s history when it looked as 
though the nation would disintegrate and be swal- 
lowed up by their numerous and vicious foes, God 
prepares and calls a new leader. When the night 
was dark in Egypt, Moses came, called of God, 
and when the night was dark in Canaan, Samuel 
comes, also called of God, the greatest of the long 
_ list of Judges, teacher, prophet and king-maker. 


The Call of Samuel is as familiar as any incident 
in the Bible. The story entrances us as children and 
stays with us as we grow older. No man can amount 
to anything worthwhile until he hears the voice of 
God, and yields his life to his Maker. He has many 
ways of speaking; our duty is to listen and heed 
the call. To hear, to listen, is to live: “Hear (listen ) 
and your soul shall live.” We are listening to a 
babel of voices in our day. If we would but listen 
to the voice of God, there would be hope: “O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord!” 
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WANTED — Immediately: Matrons for Chil- 
dren’s Home of Abingdon Presbytery. Fine cli- 
mate, comfortable living quarters. Write: 


CHILDREN’S HOME 
FOSTER FALLS... VIRGINIA 


Samuel did not recognize the voice of God at first, 
tor he did not as yet, “know the Lord.”’ Three times 
he went to Eli, thinking that the old priest had 
called him. Finally Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called the child. God calls again, and Samuel re- 
sponds, Speak, tor thy servant heareth. 


The message was a sad one, the same that He 
had delivered to Eli by the angel that terrible pun- 
ishment was coming upon both the priest and his 
house. Many are praying for a Revival in the 
Church and world. It must begin with us. Is there 
not need for some “house-cleaning” in the Church? 
May God help each of us to “set his house in order” 
so that God can be gracious to us and to a sin- 
cursed world. If Eli had heeded the first warning, 
he might have kept Israel from the bitter experi- 
ences which followed, to say nothing about his own 
house. Our nation “stands at the cross-roads,” as 
many of our leaders are saying. They are thinking 
about political or economic cross-roads, as a usual 
thing, but I am convinced that we are facing a 
spiritual crisis far more important than these others. 
Our moral and spiritual condition is at an “all-time 
low.”’ We need a deep spiritual awakening, a re- 
vival, that will shake our nation from top to bot- 
tom. Unless there is a definite and wholesale turn- 
ing away from sin and a turning to God, then 
judgment will most certainly fall upon our land. 


Samuel feared to show Eli the vision, but when 
the priest insisted, he told him every whit. The 
submissive spirit of Eli is commendable: It is the 
Lord: let him do what seemeth to Him good; but 
how much better, both for himself and his sons, if 
he had restrained them before such judgment was 
necessary. To submit to the chastisements of God 
is good; but to heed His warnings and live in fel- 
lowship with Him is better. 


‘There follows a summary of this part of the life 
of Samuel. ‘““And Samuel grew”; “And the Lord was 
with him, and let none of his words fall to the 
ground.”’ There was unmistakable evidence of his 
being ‘called of God,” called to be a leader and 
prophet, one who could “speak for God.” “And all 
Israel] - - - knew that Samuel was established to 
he a prophet of the Lord.” There arise-every now 
and then, men who are recognized as chosen men 
of God. The Wesleys and Whitefield, Charles Spur- 
geon and D. L. Moody are examples. Such men, 
like Samuel, have the marks which make them 
stand out from among their fellows. “And the word 
of Samuel came to all Israel.” 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 27 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


And Yet Beside Us Here 


“Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” In the person of the Holy Spirit, Christ 
dwells within our hearts, walks beside us in the way, goes before to prepare the way, abides with us al- 
wavs. “Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.” Most of us are 
so busy with thoughts of other things that we fail to remember the presence of God; that “in Him we live, 


and move, and have our being.” By this failure we 
suffer loss, for the consciousness of His abiding 
presence will be a constant source of help. 


First of all, the realization of His abiding pres- 
ence will be an aid to worship. If we are mindful 
of the nearness of the Lord, it will not be difficult 
to breathe a prayer or ofter the incense of praise. 
Jacob, his head pillowed upon a stone in a lonely, 
desert place, dreamed a dream and beheld a vision 
of God’s presence; of the relation between heaven 
and earth. It was then he built an altar, and bowed 
in the presence of the living God, saying, “Surely 
the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” The 
knowledge of God’s nearness humbled his heart 
and Jacob learned to worship in spirit and in truth. 


Then the consciousness that God is ‘‘vet beside 
us here” is an aid to holy living. Paul says, “I 
therefore . . . beseech you that ve walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called.” It is not 
easy to live as we ought, but the realization of God’s 
presence is a sovereign remedy in time of temp- 
tation. There are many things that we do in secret 
that we do not want others to know about, but 
there is One whose eye is never closed, and “all 
things are naked before the eves of Him with whom 
we have to do.” ‘The psalmist phrases it thus: 
“Thou compassest my path, and my lying down. 
Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. Whither shall I go from thy 
spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make 
my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” 


If we are thus conscious of the presence of Him 
who has said, “Be ye holy, for I am holy,” it will 
serve as a restraint for our souls, and will encourage 
us to walk before Him as in the light of His pres- 
ence. 


Then finally, to know that He is ever near will 
give us strength to do the task assigned to us as 
servants of the living God. If we walk in His will 
there will be no want of strength, no occasion for 
fear, and our hearts will rest in hope; in a hope 
that “maketh not ashamed,” for our hope is in Him 


10 


who has promised to be with us, “even unto the 
end of the way.” 


When Moses hesitated to undertake the task of 
leading the children of Israel out of Egypt and into 
the promised land, God spake to his heart, and gave 
reassurance with these words: “Certainly I will 
be with thee... I will be thy mouth... | am the 
Lord.”” When Moses learned to lean on God, he 
learned that there is no task too hard if performed 
in the strength of the Almighty! no load too heavy 
if borne in the strength of the Lord! 


When Moses was laid aside and the task fell to 
Joshua, the word of the Lord came to him: “As | 
was with Moses, so | will be with thee: I will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee.” What a wonderful 
source of comfort and strength to know that the 
God who visited the plagues upon Egypt, who open- 
ed the waters of the Red Sea, who sweetened the 
bitter waters of Mara, who sent manna from hea- 
ven and gave water from the rock, who overcame 
the armies of Amalek, and who gave assurance of 
His abiding presence with a cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night; to know that He promised 
to continue with Joshua even as He had been with 


Moses! No wonder Joshua went in and possessed 
the land! . 


Paul says, “Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ve know that you labour not in vain in the Lord.” 
If we seek to accomplish the work of God in the 
strength and power of His might, we cannot fail. 


If we remember that He is “yet beside us here,”’ 
that he is nearer than hands and feet, yea, nearer 
than the air we breathe, it will not be difficult to 
worship, for our hearts will be in a spirit of prayer. 
[t will not be hard to walk worthy of our calling, 
when we know that His eye beholds us in our way. 
It will not be difficult to serve, when we remem- 
ber that “it is God which worketh in us both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure.”’ 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Ad Interim Committee On 


Church Property 


Ministers: James A. Millard, Chairman, Ar- 
kansas Synod; E. N. Rock, Kentucky; F. C. ‘Tal- 
madge, Georgia; A. C. Windham, Alabama; B. O. 
Wood, Alternate Convener, ‘Texas. 


Lay Memsers: Henry E. Davis, South Carolina 
Svnod; Florence, S. C. Judge M. Ray Doubles, 
Virginia; 5307 New Kent Rd., Richmond, Va. 
Marion K. Smith, Louisiana; Johnson Building, 
Shreveport, La. George H. Wright. Appalachia ; 
Wachovia Bank Bldg., Asheville, N. C. 


Alternate for any member, clergy or lay: Hon. 
Frank Everett, Jr., Mississippi Synod; Vicksburg, 
Miss. 


Ad Interim Committee 
On Montreat College 


Ministers: R. E. Fry, Chairman, Florida 
Svnod; R. R. Craig, Oklahoma; Chas. L. King, 
Texas; J. F. Ligon, South Carolina; J. R. Richard- 


son, Georgia. 


LAYMEMBERS: Dr. J. E. Gibson, Louisiana 
Svnod; Dean, Tulane University, New Orleans. 
President Henry W. Hill, Tennessee; George Pea- 
body College, Nashville, Tenn. Dean James G. 
Leyburn, Virginia; Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity, Lexington, Va. E. §. Maclin, North Carolina; 
1306 Eaton Court, High Point, N. C. Dr. B. L. 


Parkinson, Mississippi; Columbus, Miss. 


Ad Interim Committee 


On Publications 

Ministers: J. Frist, Chairman, Alabama 
Svnod; A. V. Boand, Texas; J. W. A. Bosch, Miss- 
ouri; John B. Dickson, Florida. 


Lay Memsers: W. R. Collins, Virginia Synod ; 
Horseshoe,” Rapidan, Virginia. Mrs. A. Walton 
Litz, Arkansas; 5101 Edgewood, Little Rock, Ark. 
J. R. McCain, Georgia; 219 South Candler, De- 
catur, Ga. 


Ad Interim Committee On 
Retiring Ruling Elders 
Ministers: E. G. Lilly, Chairman, South Caro- 


lina Synod; J. Reed Miller, Mississippi; FE. C. 
Scott, Georgia. 


Lay Memsers: E. G. McMillan, Appalachia 
Synod; Standard Knitting Mill, Knoxville, Tenn. 
M. R. Smith, Florida; Baylarian Blwd., Orlando, 
Florida. ‘l’. Henry Wilson, North Carolina; Mor- 
vanton, N. C. 
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Ad Interim Committee On 
Annuities And Relief 


Ministers: A. R. Bird, Jr., Chairman, West 
Virginia Synod; William Crowe, Alabama; Chas. 
E. S. Kraemer, North Carolina, 

Lay Memsers: A. C. Brvan, Appalachia; Provi- 
dent Life Insurance Co., Chattanooga, Tenn. W. 
G. II], Kentucky: Hopkinsville, Ken- 
tucky. 


Presbyterian Group 
Defeats Merger Move 


Bon CLARKEN, N. C.—By a vote of 74 to 58, 
the General Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, at its annual meeting here, 
defeated a motion which asked that merger with the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. (Southern) be 


reconsidered. 


The Synod thus reafirmed its action of last year 
which opposed merger with any other group for the 
time being. 


The defeated proposal would have instructed 
each ARP congregation and each presbytery to vote 
on the union question before the 1953 meeting of 
the Synod. 


‘Two congregations which favored merger have 
sought to withdraw from ARP denomination as a 
result of the Synod action last vear and to affiliate 
with the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. They are 
First and Sardis churches in North Carolina, the 
largest and strongest in the denomination’s First 
Presbytery. 


Last December, First Presbytery itself, by a mar- 
yin of only six votes, rejected a proposal that the 
entire Presbytery, embracing 34 churches, join the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


James Robinson Returns 
To Decatur To Teach At 
Emory University 


Dr. James McConkey Robinson has just returned 
to his home at 511 Columbia Drive, Decatur, Ga. 
With James came his wife, the former Marianne 
Schaeffer of Paris and their two months old daugh- 
ter, Francoise. The family came on the French 
Liner, La Liberte’, which reached New York June 
25th. In May James received his doctorate in the- 
ology, summa cum laude, at the University of 
Basel, Switzerland. The family will reside at 1348 
Emory Road, N.E., Atlanta, Ga., near the Candler 
School of Theology where Dr. Robinson will teach 
Biblical Theology. 
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Fulton Accepts Call To 


Shenandoah Church 


Rev. J. Wayte Fulton has accepted the call of the 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church of Miami, Flo- 
rida. For the past three years Mr. Fulton has been 
Regional D. R. E. for the Synod of Louisiana, re- 
siding at New Orleans. Mr. Fulton has held pastor- 
ates at Gloucester, Virginia, Bishopville, South 
Carolina and Marion, Kentucky. He served as a 


Chaplain in the U. S. Navy in World War II. 


Statement Of Appreciation 
For Program Of Progress Gifts 
Is Made By Education Board 


The Board of Christian Education in its meet- 
ing June 19, 1952, had before it a report that a 
total of $302,158.08 has been received to date for 
capital improvements and the work of the Board 
from the Program of Progress. This was the total 
received against the asking for the Board of $500,- 
000. 


In addition, the Board received $367.037 for the 
work of Higher Education. This work was added to 
the responsibility of the Board during the 5-year 
period of the Program of Progress. 


The Board continues to give thanks to God for 
the generous support of its benevolent program by 
the entire Church. While the entire amount asked 
was sorely needed, the Board is grateful for the 
generosity shown. 


Futher, the Board wishes to record its gratitude 
for the increased interest in its work shown across 
the Church at large. 

J. J. Murray, Chairman 
Board of Christian Education 


World Missions Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1951, to Jul. 1, 1961 .............. $225,399.20 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Jul. 1, 1952 .............. 266,686.35 
Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1962, to Jul. 1, 1952 .............. 32,845.75 
Gain . si $ 1,053.44 


Davidson College News Bureau 

C. Shaw Smith of Mount Olive, N. C., formerly 
Commandant of Oak Ridge Military Institute, has 
been named Director of the College Union and Co- 
ordinator of Student Activities at Davidson Col- 
lege, President John R. Cunningham announced 
today. 

Smith will be responsible for the new Ovens 
College Union which is to be completed this fall 
and will coordinate activities of the various student 
organizations and groups on the campus. 


MEMORIAL 
The Rev. John C. Siler, D.D. 

At its meeting June 19, 1952, the Board of Chris- 
tian Education notes with regret the death of the 
Rev. John C. Siler, D. D., May 17, 1952. 

Dr. Siler began writing lesson comments for the 
Earnest Worker in 1934, and for a period of more 
than 18 years he continued to serve an ever expand- 
ing circle of readers. At the time of his death the 
Earnest Worker had attained a circulation of more 
than 75,000, and was used not only in our own 
Church but also in the Reformed Church of Amer- 
ica and in the United Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Siler also served for many years as a repre- 
sentative of the Board of Christian Education on 
the Committee on Uniform Lessons of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. In this 
capacity he exerted an influence on the formation 
of Uniform Lesson Qutlines for all Protestant 
Churches in America. All these responsibilities he 
carried in addition to the heavy duties of a pastor- 
ate, and in spite of failing strength. The Board 
realizes fully the cost to his health at which Dr. 
Siler carried on his work for Earnest Worker. 


Through his writing, Dr. Siler has rendered a 
significant service to our Church. He had a penetrat- 
ing understanding of the meaning of Scripture. His 
interpretations have been true to the doctrinal stan- 
dards of our Church, and have at the same time 
evidenced a quality of freshness and relevancy to 
life which have added greatly to the value of the 
Earnest Worker as a magazine for teachers. 

The Board of Christian Education expresses to 
the family of Dr. Siler its deep appreciation of the 
service which he has rendered our whole Church. 
We ask also that at the time of this report the 
Board be led in special prayer for Dr. Siler’s family, 
that this statement be inscribed in the Minutes of 
the Board, and that a copy be sent to the Siler 


family. 
eRS 


No Bitterness Central Presbyterian Church, 
Editor, Bristol, Va., June 30, 1952. 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 

Weaverville, N.C. 

Dear Henry: 

I was very sorry that The Journal in reporting 
my speech at the Assembly on the Church Property 
Issue said that I spoke with “bitter” feeling. I spoke 
“with feeling,” as I always do, but I spoke with 
absolutely no bitterness, and if anyone gained the 
impression that I did speak with bitterness I want 
to correct it. 

This whole matter of church property is one on 
which Christian brethren have differed and will 
continue to differ, but let’s keep bitterness out of 
the discussion. 

Differences we have and shall continue to have, 
but let us differ in love as brethren without bitter- 
ness. Sincerely, 


Ben. L. Rose. 
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WOMEN’S WORK 


“Daughters Of The King” 


The following summary of things recorded con- 
cerning certain women of the Bible was found in 
an old issue of the Home Mission Monthly. 


It was Miriam who led the women in their re- 
joicings, saying: “Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath 
triumphed gloriously.” 

It was the Moabitish Ruth whore goodly choice 
made her to become the ancestress of the Psalmist 
King. 


It was Deborah who judged Israel, when not — 


a man was found able to do this. 


It was Hannah who “/ent unto her Lord” the 
child of her prayers and love. 


It was the Queen of Sheba who came to prove 
Solomon with hard questions, and said “the half 
was not told me of thy wisdom.” 


It was the royal Esther who tool: her life in her 
hand to plead for her doomed people. 


It was a widow’s hospitality which sustained the 
prophet, ‘“‘and the barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did the cruse of oil fail.” 


It was the little captive maid who told the proud 
Naaman of “the man of God, who would recover 
him of his leprosy.” 


All the women that were wise-hearted did spin 
with their hands, and brought a willing offering for 
the sanctuary of the Lord. 


It was a woman’s hand which hid the leaven in 
the three measures of meal until the whole was 
leavened, 


It was the timid woman’s touch of but “the hem 
of His garment” which brought healing and adop- 
tion, “Daughter, go in peace.” 


It was a woman’s grateful love which broke the 
alabaster box of precious ointment, the fragrance 
of which is still her sweet memorial. 


It was a woman’s contrition which washed the 
Master’s feet with her tears, and wiped them with 


the hair of her head. 


It was a poor widow’s two mites which she gave 
of which Jesus said: “She hath cast more in than 
all they which have cast into the treasury.” 


It was Mary, blessed among women, “who hid 
these things in her heart” until it burst forth into 
that glorious magnificat of love and adoration. 


It was Martha, though cumbered, who served, 
while Mary sat at the feet of Jesus feeding on His 
word, 
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It was these women of Galilee who ministered 
unto the cuffering Saviour. 


It was Mary Magdalene bringing spice to anoint 
Him, who first greeted the risen Lord and received 
the first commission, “Go tell.” 


It was Lydia (“whose heart the Lord opened”) 
“who attended unto the things spoken by Paul,” 
and has ever since been robed in the roval purple of 
the King’s daughter. 


It was Dorcas, who was “full of good works and 
alms-deeds,”’ making her name a synonym for benev- 
olence. 


And time would fail us to speak of Phoebe and 
Priscilla “helpers in the Lord”; of Lois and Eunice, 
who taught Timothy; of Persis the beloved; of 
Tryphena and Tryphosa, who /abored much in the 
Lord; and of many others who are enrolled in the 
roval list as daughters of the King. 


Dare To Be Different 


As Christians we are in the world, but it is dis- 
tressing when the world gets into us. The most 
distinguished badge of the Christian is that he is 
different from the world. “Dare to be different”’ is 
the slogan of one student leader. 


The Christian should be different in word, dif- 
ferent in deed, different in spirit. If he is not, what 
right does he have to claim a place in the ranks of 
Christ? Exclusive lovers of pleasure or long-faced 
Christians who see no joy in this world both tend 
to muffle His voice. 


If we are to render positive service in this world, 
we must pay the price for it. But such a spirit will 
bear fruit in lives won for Christ. 

The General Council, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Great Hindrances 
To Prayer 


“Satan sentinels the gateway of prayer. Andrew 
Bonar has left it on record that he never entered 
into a season of prayer without a fierce battle at 
the threshold. Satan dreads nothing like prayer. 
He knows he cannot frighten saints with hideous 
features or overcome them by coarse enticement. 
He stands at the portals of the holy of holies as an 
‘angel of light.’ Often he does not openly attack, 
he diverts. The Church that lost its Christ was 
full of good works (Rev. 2:4). Activities are multi- 
plied that meditation may be ousted, and organiza- 
tions are increased that prayer may have no chance. 
Souls may be lost in good works as surely as in evil 
ways. The one concern of Satan is to keep the saints 
from prayer. He fears nothing from prayerless 
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studies, prayerless work, prayerless religion. He 
laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trem- 
bles when we pray.” 


W hat Goes Into Your 
Suit Case? 


A young Christian packing his bag for a journey 
said to a friend, “I have nearly finished packing. 
All I have to put in are a guidebook, a lamp, a 


mirror, a microscope, a telescope, a volume of fine 
poetry, a few biographies, a package of old letters, 
a book of songs, a sword, a hammer, and a set of 
tools I have been studying.” 


“But you cannot put all that into your bag,” 
objected the friend. 


“Oh, ves,” said the Christian, “Here it is.” And 
he placed his Bible in the corner of the suit-case and 
closed the lid. —Author Unknown. 


Preaching 
and 


Teaching 
The Word 


God 


There are two kinds of elders. ‘These are some- 
times translated “bishops.”’ In either case, bishop or 
elder means overseer or shepherd. Paul charged the 
elders at Ephesus “take heed to yourselves and to 
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made 
you bishops (overseers) to feed the church of the 


Lord.” 


1. The ruling elders. ‘Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in word and doctrine (teaching).”’ 


(I Tim. 5:17). 


2. The teaching elders or bishops. All ordained 
ministers are elders or bishops. ‘These “labor in 
word and teaching.” In our day this would un- 
doubtedly refer to ministers. Our Standards so re- 
gard it. 


There are three kinds of sermons, so generally 
recognized. There are textual sermons, which are 
based on a single text of scripture. There are topical 
sermons, which are based upon a subject or a topic. 
Then there is what is known as expository sermons, 
which takes an extended passage and explain it. 


1. Topical or textual sermons seem to be the 
practice of the average preacher. Much could be 
said on each of these subjects. Suffice it to say that 
both of them are indicated upon certain occasions. 
But if these practices are persued exclusively, it 
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would require a hundred years or more for the peo- 
ple of God to know anything of the Will or the 
Word of God. If they could live that long, prob- 
ably they would have forgotten the first teaching 
before the last could be delivered. It is, at best, a 
piecemeal performance. Then too, a topic is often 
used as a “springboard”’ to recite all sorts of notions. 
Many times it affords a minister an opportunity 
to exhibit his learning or deliver an oration, quote 
extensively from other men—little from the Word 


of God. 


God has said “Viy Word shall not return unto 
me void...” And again, “for it (the gospel) is 
the power of God unto salvation to them that be- 
lieve.” (Rom. 1:16). God has nowhere indicated 
by word or sign that the word of men would be 
His “power unto salvation.’’ Often it becomes the 
very opposite. I once read a book of “sermons” by 
a noted American minister, and from my point of 
view, there was not a real sermon in it. Beautiful 
orations? yes, but not a hint of the way of salvation 
in the whole. A sinner would leave the gathering 
as much without hope as when he entered it. 


This same minister later in a “sermon’’ declared 
that the ‘‘modernist”’ had no gospel that would save, 
but his concluding sentence was that he was still 
a modernist. 


2. Expository sermons, which take a passage of 
Scripture and give it meaning and teaching. This 
is what the people of God need. 


Every one, who is conversant with the conditions 
as they are, is appalled or amazed at the gross 
ignorance of the Word upon the part of the rank 
and file of the people of God. 


How are the people of God ever to live accord- 
ing to the will of God, when they do not krow what 
it is? | claim that our ministers are partly respon- 
sible for this ignorance. To be sure, some of them 
are in Bible study classes in Sunday Schools, or 
elsewhere, but the great majority are dependent 
upon the pulpit for their instruction. Ezra taught 
the people after the “return” from bondage. (Ez. 
7:10). The elders and instructors later “read the 
Word and gave the sense’ of it to the people. 
(Nehemiah 8:8). 
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Many references are made by Paul to his teach- 
ing and what he taught. He definitely instructed 
Timothy (I Tim. 4:11) “these things command 
and teach.” Again, “The bishop must be apt to 
teach.”” (I Tim. 3:2) and again, “take heed to thy 
teaching.” (I Tim. 4:16). 


In Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders, he said, 
“| shunned not from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27). How long would 
it take a minister to declare the ‘whole counsel’’ 
of God with a text for fifty-two Sundays in a year? 


Last, let us see what Jesus said about it. “Go ve 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations. . . 
teaching them to observe all thinys whatsoever | 
command you...” (Matt. 28:19), 


1 am convinced that the minister is plainly set 
forth in the Scriptures, as a teacher, Any minister 
who disregards it or neglects it, is largely respon- 
sible for the ignorance of the plain teaching of the 
Word of God upon the part of God’s people. 


I do not want this to be taken seriously as a 
criticism of my fellow-ministers. The Lord knows 
and so does everyone else that they get enough 
criticism, without my adding to it. 

My object simply is to plead with them to do 
more expository preaching, informing the people 
what the Will of the Lord is, and »ersuading them 
to live it. 


BOOKS 


WHY I QUIT SYNDICATED CRIME* By 
Jim Vaus. Jim Vaus came from a Christian back- 
ground but he fell low and went far in organized 
crime, Three years ago he was one of the leading 
electronics experts in the United States, devoting 
his talents to illegal practices. He was-also greatly 
sought by individuals and syndicates as a wire-tap- 
per, 

Then he met Jesus Christ face to face in the 
now-famous revival meetngs led by Billy Graham 


in Los Angeles in the fall of 1949. 


This story is simply but graphically told. It 
shows how great a change Christ can make in a 
man in an instant—the instant when he completely 
surrenders to Him. 


Not only is this a gripping story, it is also one 
of the most remarkable testimonies on the question 
of restitution we have ever read; restitution which 
entailed probable imprisonment by the authorities 
on the one hand and gangland execution on the 
other. 

It is a story calculated to make one realize that 
the days of miraculous conversions are not over. 


Also, it makes one search his own heart—have | 
made all things right? —L.N.B. 


*May be purchased from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. Price $1.00 per 


copy. 


JULY 16,1952 


CALVIN CAN BE YOURS 


FREE! 


Yes, the great 45-volume set of John Cal- 
vin's incomparable commentaries on the 
Holy Scriptures can be yours absolutely 
FREE of any cost to you. 


Here’s Our Offer: 
YOU OBTAIN 100 SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


and send to us correct names, addresses 
and remittances collected from sub 
scribers at $2.50 each. We give you the 
complete, fine-edition set of Calvin Com- 
mentaries currently for $150.00. 


But here’s the BIG part of this offer! You 
don't have to wait until you have the 100 
subscriptions to begin receiving your 
books. For every three subscriptions you 
send in, we'll send you one volume of the 
commentaries. By the time you have sold 
99 JOURNAL subscriptions, you'll have 33 
volumes of these up-to-date commentaries. 
Your 100th subscription will then bring 
you the rest of the books! 


Ideal as a gift for your pastor! Get every 
department working on this and surprise 
him with a set. It's the most sought-after 
commentary in the world among Presby- 
terian preachers. 


Ideal as a gift for your church library! 
Ideal as a gift for a seminary student! 
Ideal as a gift! That's why we want to 
give it to you. 
The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


